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Pre-Drainage Picayune Plant Community 
Hydroperiods and Wet Season Water Depths
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Southern Golden 
Gate Estates

Constructed from 
1963 to 1971

Canals        (50 miles)
Roads        (285 miles)

Constructed in    
1940s and 1950s
Logging Trams 
        (62 miles)

Overland 
Flow to 
Gulf of 
Mexico
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Picayune Strand 
Restoration Project 

CORKSCREW 
REGIONAL 

ECOSYSTEM 
WATERSHED

2004-2025? 

PSRP  
  55,000 Acres

Total Restoration Area
~100,000 Acres 
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Restore Natural Overland Flow  
•Remove 50 Years of Woody Vegetation 
Growth from Road, Logging Tram, and Canal 
Footprints to Expose Elevated Spoil

•Plug Canals and Level All Elevated Spoil to 
within + 3 inches of Adjacent Natural Grade 

•Minimize Area Impacted to Minimize Exotic 
Vegetation on Construction Footprints
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Elevated Roads Elevated Logging Tram

7+3 in of Natural Grade 



Initial 
Canal 
Plugs

Plugged Canal  
+3 in of Naturel Grade 
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Prairie Canal 
1st Wet Season Post-Restoration
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Direction 
Of Overland Flow to 

Gulf of Mexico
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PSRP  Restored 
in Four Phases 

Each Phase Included 
Major North-South 

Canal And 
Roads to West of 

That Canal 

2007

2012
2014

2023 2004
Prairie 
Canal 



PSRP Has Involved Many People 
with a Wide Variety of Expertise
Planning 
• Planners
• Modelers
• Scientists 
• Engineers 
• Real Estate

Design & Implementation
• Project Managers
• Engineers 
• Heavy Equipment Operators
• Quality Control???  
• Experienced Ecologists? 
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Width of Road Removal
•Started with 100 ft from Road Centerline

•  Surveys Rarely Got Close to Spoil 
•  Spoil Not Always Centered on Road

•----------------------------------------------------------
•Extent of Clearing Roads 250 ft Wide 

•Varies as a Function of Far Edge of Spoils
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Clearing Width to 
Remove All Spoil 13



Road

Smaller Spoil Piles along Roads 14



Larger Spoil Piles along Roads 15



Find Natural Grade!!!!
Clear All Woody Vegetation from Spoil 16



115 ft
140 ft 200 ft

245 ft

Variable Extent of Clearing as a 
Function of Far Edge of Spoil  
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Level Footprint to Natural Grade (+3 in)
Just Looking vs Surveying

Quality Control While Equipment is Nearby

F
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Reviewed 
Contractors’ 
Construction 
Schedule 
During Kick-
off Meeting  
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Merritt Canal Phase Plans 

CONTRACTOR SHALL DEGRADE 
ALL SPOIL PILES ALONG CANAL.

  THE MATERIAL SHALL BE USED 
FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF 
CANAL PLUGS. 
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Spoil Pile along Merritt Canal 21
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Plugging Merritt Canal 
Spring Dry Season 2015 22



J

Merritt Canal Early Wet Season June 2015  23



Everything Being Done on the PSRP is 
Being Done to Restore Overland Flow to 
Create a Naturally Functioning Picayune

• Acquiring 55,000 Acres ~$300 Million 
• Building Three  Pump Stations ~$200 Million
• ---------------------------------------------------------------------------
• Leveling 270 Miles of Roads, 62 Miles of Logging 
Trams and 42 Miles of Canals ~$120 Million

•  To + 3 inches of Natural Grade
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Understood Experienced Ecologists 
Were Needed During Project Planning

Not Understood Regular Presence of 
Experienced Ecologists Was Crucial

 During Design and Implementation of
Picayune Strand Restoration Project
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Questions
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